ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
5322 PALMS ROAD, CASCO TWP., MI 48064
THANKSGIVING EVE
“LET OUR THANKFUL LIGHT SHINE”
NOVEMBER 23, 2022 – 7:00 P.M.
Office Phone: 810-765-4808
Office Email: stpauls@stpaulscasco.com
Website: www.stpaulscasco.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaulscasco
Pastor Kirk Langset cell phone: 586-260-1466 (Call or text)
Email: pastorkirklangset@yahoo.com

PRELUDE - RINGING OF THE BELL
CHANTING OF PSALM 100 – PASTOR LANGSET
GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13)
C: And also with you.

OPENING SONG: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” ELW 693
1. Come, ye thank-ful peo-ple come; raise the song of har-vest home.
All be safe-ly gath-ered in, ere the win-ter storms be-gin.
God, our mak-er doth pro-vide, for our wants to be sup-plied.
Come to God’s own tem-ple, come… raise the song of har-vest home.
2. All, the world is God’s own field, fruit un-to his praise to yield;
Wheat and tares to-geth-er sown, un-to joy or sor-row grown.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap-pear.
Lord of har-vest, grant that we, whole-some grain and pure may be.
3. For the Lord our God shall come; and shall take his har-vest home;
From his field shall in that day; all of-fens-es purge a-way;
Give his an-gels charge at last; in the fire the tares to cast;
But the fruit-ful ears to store, in his gar-ner ev-er-more.
4. E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come; to thy fi-nal har-vest home.
Gath-er then thy peo-ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin;
There, for-ev-er pu-ri-fied, in thy gar-ner to a-bide.
Come, with all thine an-gels, come; raise the glo-rious har-vest home!
Words: Henry Alford, 1810-1871; Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893 Public Domain

CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Pastor: O God, you said, “Let there be light,” and there was light,
All: Blessed by your creative power, we are aglow with
thanksgiving and praise.
P: At the birth of your Son, Jesus, you sent a star to shine in the sky
to welcome him into the world.
All: Blessed by Christ, who enlightens everyone with forgiveness
and love, we are aglow with thanksgiving and praise.
P: On the Day of Pentecost, your Holy Spirit came to rest on the
disciples in tongues of fire over their heads.
All: Blessed by the gifts of the Spirit, we are aglow with
thanksgiving and praise.
P: O Father, Son , and Holy Spirit,
All: let your light keep glowing and growing within us. Amen

Song: “Count Your Blessings”
REFRAIN: Count . . your bless-ings, name them one by one . . . . count . . your blessings,
See what God hath done . . . . Count your bless-ings . . name them one by one;
Count your man-y bless-ings, see what God hath done.
1. We have gath-ered in this place, so we can share; how the Lord has given us, His love and care;
Think of all the bless-ings He has poured on you, counting them will fill your heart with grat-i-tude.
REFRAIN
2. Thank the Lord for all the mer-cy He has shown; for the friends and fam-i-ly that you have known;
For the beauty of the earth and har-vest time; give Him praise for ev-‘ry bless-ing you can find!
REFRAIN
3.When up-on life’s bil-lows you are tem-pest tossed, when you are dis-couraged, thinking all is lost;
count your many blessings name them one by one, And it will sur-prise you what the Lord hath done.

REFRAIN
4. So a-mid the con-flict, wheth-er great . . or . . small, Do not be dis-cour-aged; God is o - ver all.
Count your many blessings; an-gels will at - tend, Help and com-fort give you to your jour-ney’s end.

REFRAIN

Words: Johnson Oatman, Jr; Music: Edwin Othello Excell

Public Domain

“THE THANKSGIVING LIGHTS”
Thank you, God, for this Thanksgiving Day, When friends come home from far away.
A day that we have set apart. To praise Thee, Lord, with a thankful heart.

Harvests have been gathered, our thanks are so great, for the food stacked high upon our plate
For sun and breeze and rainy days, we lift our hearts to Thee with praise.

All that you have given, for all that is fine, for friends and home and stars that shine.
And let us not forgetful be of those less fortunate than we.

Neighbors are blessings that we hold dear, who are always standing near to lend a hand and give of
their time, for them we give thanks to God divine.

Kindness abounds from our heavenly King, to Him let our best praises ring. A King from on high,
who at night or in the day, will hear His children when they pray.

Saved by your grace, through thy only Son, who came to earth to save everyone. He was Your great
gift from heaven above, so we give our thanks for Your wondrous love.
(unknown)

Hymn: “We Gather Together”
1. We gath - er to-geth-er to ask . . the Lord’s bless-ing;
He chas - tens and has - tens his will . . to make known;
The wick - ed op-press-ing now cease . . from dis-tress-ing:
Sing prais - es to his name . . he for-gets not . . his own.
2. Be -side us to guide us, our God with us join-ing,
Whose king-dom calls all . . to the love which en-dures.
So from the be-gin-ning the fight . . we were win-ning:
You, Lord . .were at our side . . all glo-ry . . be yours!
3. We all . . do ex-tol you, our lead -er tri-um-phant, And pray . .
that you still . . our de-fend -er will be.
Let your. . con-gre-ga-tion es-cape . . trib-u-la-tion:
Your name . . be ev-er praised . . . O, Lord make . . us free!
Text: 12 11 12 11; Wilt heden nu treden; tr. by Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt. Music: Valerius' Nederlandtsche Gedenckclanck,
Haarlem, 1626; Contributors: KREMSER, Edward Kremser; All rights reserved. OneLicense#A-727570, (Aug 2022-Aug 2023

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
1

When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in
a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your
God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4When the priest
takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5you shall
make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went
down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation,
mighty and populous. 6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard
labor on us, 7we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9and he brought us
into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first of
the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your
God and bow down before the LORD your God. 11Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens
who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you
and to your house.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-9
4

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 6:25-35
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 6th chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord .
25
When [the disciples] found [Jesus] on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did
you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because
you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes,
but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that
God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of
God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has
sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and
believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you,
it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to
the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”
35
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

“Through All Our Life Be Near Us”
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

God we give thanks for the blessing of birth, and the unfolding wonder of childhood.
Let your light shine in the children.
God we give our thanks for the blessing of growth, and the joyous vigor of youth.
Let your light shine in the youth.
God we thank you for the broad plateau of adulthood and the grace of maturity.
Let your light shine in the adults.
God be thankful for the gift of old age, and the promise that still lies beyond.
Let your light shine in the Seniors.
In every age of life – for every age of life – the Lord our God be glorified:
Through all my life be near us, let your light shine in us.
(unknown)

Hymn: “Praise and Thanksgiving” ELW #689
1. Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of-fer . .
for all things liv-ing, you have made good:
Har-vest of sown fields, fruits of the or-chard,
hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
2. God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you,
that with our neigh - bor we may be fed.
Sow-ing or till - ing, we would work with you,
har-vest - ing, mill - ing for da-ily bread.
3. Fa-ther, pro – vid-ing . . food for your chil – dren . .
by Wis-dom’s guid-ing . . teach us to share . . .
One with an-oth-er . . . so that, re-joic-ing . .
with us, all oth – ers . . . may know your care.
4. Then will your bless - ing, reach ev’ry peo - ple,
free-ly con-fess-ing, your gra-cious hand;
Where you are reign-ing, no one will hun - ger,
your love sus-tain-ing, show-ers the land.
Words: Albert F Bayly (1901-1984), alt; Music: Gaelic Melody, arr. Jack Schroeder (1942-) Words © 1988 Oxford University Press.
Music arr © 1988 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. OneLicense#A-727570, (Aug 2022-Aug 2023)

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Give a gesture of peace to one another in the name of the Lord.

THE THANKOFFERING
(A time to name what God has done for us and to give thanks)
For those who desire to make a financial offering you may drop them off at the offering station before
or after service. You may also go to www.stpaulscasco.com and click on the donate icon at any time
or mail them to the church during the week.

THE PRAYERS
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.
We give thanks for the church in every land. Sustain the faithful with your living word. Inspire
radical hospitality toward all who are searching, and call us into a more generous way of living. Lord,
in your mercy, receive our prayer.
We give thanks for the earth. Bring forth plentiful harvests and renew our commitment to share
abundantly. Preserve the lands and waters that bring nourishment. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

We give thanks for leaders in our communities. Kindle a passion for justice and peace in every
national and local elected official. Curb selfish impulses and guide us toward collaborative solutions.
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
We give thanks for all who provide for others. Sustain caregivers, social workers, and volunteers
in their efforts. Provide homes, food, employment, and medical care to all who are struggling. Lord,
in your mercy, receive our prayer.
We give thanks for this congregation and those who plan worship. Guide deacons, pastors,
musicians, and lay leaders in their creation of meaningful experiences. Instill in us a sense of joy and
wonder when we come to worship you. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We give thanks for the faithful who now rest in you. Teach us by their example and bring us with
them into your loving embrace. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER - sing
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. C: Amen

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
(Individual candles are lit now. Tip only unlit candles to receive the flame. Thank You.)
SENDING Song: “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
Let there be peace on earth and let it be-gin with me.
Let there be peace on earth the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Father . . . family all are we.
Let us walk with each other . . in per-fect har-mony.
Let peace be-gin with me, let this be the mo-ment now.
With every step I take let this be my solemn vow.
To take each mo-ment and live each mo-ment in peace e-ter-nal-ly.
Let there be peace on earth and let it be-gin with me. REPEAT
Words and Music: Sy Miller and Jill Jackson; CCLI song #93690; ©1955, renewed 1983 Jan – Lee Music
For use solely with SongSelect®. Terms of use. All rights reserved www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1687897

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE (Extinguish your candles and place them into the saskets as you leave.)
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license
#A-727570 Valid for: August 2022-August 2023 and CCLI podcast license #20426902 Licensed
permission for Augsburg Fortress materials through subscription to sundaysandseasons.com

We welcome all who worship with us on this Thanksgiving Eve. Please join us for
refreshments and fellowship in the church basement following the worship service.

